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He hastened the end of the War for the Allies,
and caused Turkey to sue for a separate peace. It
was the beginning of the end for Germany. It
opened up the vista of peace to a war-weary world,
and it saw the Arabs in Damascus where Feisal's
foresight had provided a civil government even before
the Turks marched out*
In a very large measure the Arabs were responsible
for the success of British arms in Palestine. Without
FeisaPs vision, without his gift of leadership, and
without his power of inclining toward a set goal
undeterred by family or tribal jealousies, that success
would not have come so quickly and not in such
full measure.
He proved himself to be no less an administrator
than a fighter, for his work was by no means finished
when his Arab legions marched triumphantly into
Damascus. There was a large population to be
disarmed, and an Arab does not lightly give up what
he has gained in the battlefield.
As King Feisal of Iraq he had a difficult furrow to
plough, but that furrow remained straight and clean,
no matter the terrain he was called upon to traverse.
Never did he look down, but always up, and here
he was fortunate, because he was excused those bouts
of moodiness which are common among his country-
men* He held his position high, not so much by
force, but because Arabs in general recognized his
integrity of purpose, and the simplicity of his ideals.
Not for him was pomp and state, but rather the
desk where he could further his aims and those whom
destiny had decreed he should lead,